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Friday, November 21, 2025 

10:00 am. Morning Along the Lake -  Meet a member of the nature 

center staff for a short walk along the shores of Pendleton Lake to 

look for signs of wildlife. We’ll keep our eyes peeled for Bald Eagles, 

waterfowl, beavers, and more. About an hour. Less than 1 mile. YPP 

2:00 pm. Mushrooms! - Join the Seasonal Naturalist for a  

presentation on some of the commonly foraged edible and medicinal 

fungi of the Appalachian region. About an hour. YPP 

3:00 pm. Balsam Fir Hike -  Join a Naturalist for this 1.5 mile loop 

hike that begins and ends at the nature center. Trail is rocky and 

root-strewn in places and has a few short, but steep elevation  

changes. Wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather.  

About 70- 90 minutes long. YPP 

 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 

10:00 am. Spruce Bog Walk - Meet a Naturalist at the Gentle Trail 

parking area for a hike along Yellow Birch Trail. Dress for the  

weather, wear sturdy shoes, and be prepared to encounter rocks, 

roots, and mud. Out and back hike of about 1 mile. We’ll make  

several stops to explore the multiple ecosystem types along the way. 

YPP 

11:00 am. Finding Your Way and Compass Craft - Join the nature 

center attendant to watch a short film about using a map and  

compass, Afterward, create your own compass craft for a fee of $2. 

YPP 

1:00 pm. Slime Time! - Learn about some of the animals that make 

and use slime while you mix up your own bag of slime to take home. 

About 30 -45 minutes. YPP 

2:00 pm. Backbone Bonanza - Get to know all about the different 

groups of animals that have a backbone during this hands-on, glue-

heavy crafting activity. Fun for all ages. About an hour. YPP 

3:00 pm. Pendleton Point Stroll - Join a Naturalist to stretch your 

legs and get some steps in as we walk from the nature center to the 

Pendleton Point Overlook. Be prepared to encounter roots, rocks, 

and mud. Walking of around 1/2 mile. 45 minutes to an hour. YPP 

 

Sunday, November 23, 2025 

11:00 am. Thanksgiving Suncatchers - Join the nature center staff 

to paint your own thanksgiving turkey or fall leaf suncatcher. Craft fee 

is $2 per suncatcher. Supplies are limited. 

1:00 pm. Movie Time! - The Lorax - Join the nature center staff for 

this animated film based on a Dr. Seuss classic. Rated PG. Run time 

is about  an hour and a half. YPP 

 

 

Monday, November 24, 2025 

Nature Documentary Series - Animal Babies: First Year on Earth  

Join us for this 3-part series that follows six iconic baby animals as 

they grow and develop. Not Rated. YPP 

11:00 am. Episode 1: First Steps 

12:00 pm. Episode 2: Testing Limits 

1:00 pm. Episode 3: New Frontiers 

 

Tuesday, November 25, 2025 

Nature Documentary Series - Animal Homes 

Join us for this 3-part series that looks at how animals from around 

the globe make their homes. Rated G. YPP 

11:00 am. Program One: The Nest 
. 

12:00 pm. Program Two: Location, Location, Location 
. 

1:00 pm. Program Three: Animal Cities 

 

Wednesday, November 26, 2025 

2:00 pm. The Woodland Box Turtle and Turtle Craft - Join the 

nature center staff to learn all about one of West Virginia’s most  

common turtles. Make your own turtle craft and meet Leonardo, one 

of our educational animal ambassadors. YPP 

 

Thursday, November 27, 2025 

Thanksgiving Day 

The Nature Center will be closed. 

 

Friday, November 28, 2025 

9:00 am. “Opt out” Black Friday Bird Walk - Join volunteer birding 

leader Laura for an easy 1-2 mile stroll on pavement and packed 

trails.  Dress for the weather and bring binoculars if you have them. 

Feel free to pack along water and a snack. Keep your eyes and ears 

open for nuthatches, finches, waterfowl, and perhaps an eagle.  

Meet at the Nature Center. YPP 

11:00 am - Nature Documentary - Beavers - Join the nature center 

staff to take an intimate swim with beavers and to experience the rich 

aquatic habitat of one of nature’s greatest engineers. Not rated. Run 

time is about 70 minutes. YPP 

1:00 pm. Featured Creature: The North American Beaver - Join 

the Seasonal Naturalist to learn all about these industrious critters 

and how they change the landscape to better suit their needs. Make 

a free beaver puppet craft after the program. About 45 minutes. YPP 
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• All Activities meet at  Harold 
Walters Nature  Center unless 
otherwise noted in description. 

 

• All Programs meet at the Harold  
Walters Nature Center unless  
otherwise specified in description. 

• Plan to arrive five minutes early 
for programs.  A late arrival may 
effect your participation in activity.  
A no show within seven  minutes 
of start time may cancel activity.  

• Pets should be  physically leashed 
while enjoying the park.  Activities 
that are pet Friendly are indicated 
in description. See Park Rules and 
Regulations about length of leash. 

• Protect the environment and 
yourself by staying on designated 
blazed trails. Building or con-
structing   unauthorized trails or 
simply walking off trail harms the 
landscape and wildlife that call the 
area home. Avoid short cuts and 
social trails that are not on the 
park map or blazed.  

• It is suggested to walk with a     
partner, carry water and perhaps 
an individually wrapped snack. 
Carry the 5 c’s. Don’t know what 
the 5 c’s are then ask at the Na-
ture Center.  

• Be observant of adjacent private 
property or Monongahela Forest 
Property lines while hiking. 

• Children ages 12 and under need 
to be accompanied by an adult on 
programs.  

• While walking on park roads a  
person should be facing oncoming 
traffic. While biking on park roads 
a person should ride with the flow 
of traffic and use hand signals.  
Bikers yield to hikers on trails. All 
yield to equestrians where they 
are permitted in some parks.  

       Nature Center 304-259-5511 

YOUR FOOTSTEPS MATTER!   

SOCIAL TRAILS ARE  HARMFUL! Stay on  
Existing Blazed Trails.  If there is no blaze 
then it’s not a park trail and you should 

stay off this path to save the environment 
and it’s    inhabitants.   Not all trails found 
online  or in books are official trails. Use 

the park trail map 

CHECK OUT OUR  KIDS                                 
EXPLORATION BACKPACK 

The individual borrowing the           

Exploration Tool kit will be            

responsible for  all items and picking 

up and dropping off this resource at 

Harold Walters Nature Center during 

operational hours of nature center.  

Since 1978, the Harold Walters Nature 
Center has been educating & facilitating 

environmental education through the 
park’s vast natural resources by offering a 

variety of free to low cost programs  
designed to assist visitors to learn more 

about the natural world.  

Naturalist staff may also be available to 
conduct programs for  school groups and 

organized groups at the park or nearby  
community  Call 304-259-5511 for more 

information 

2:00 pm. Beaver Walk - Join a Naturalist for a 

stroll along Pendleton Lake in search of beavers 

and their signs. Hike is about 1/2 mile, but may be 

wet and muddy. About an hour. YPP 

 

Saturday, November 29, 2025 

10:00 am. Elakala Trail Hike - Join a Naturalist in 

the Blackwater Lodge lobby for this hike along 

Elakala trail and parts of Balanced Rock and 

Shay Trace Trails. Hike is around a mile, or just 

over. Be prepared to encounter rocks, roots, mud, 

and uneven terrain. About 70 to 90 minutes. YPP 

11:00 am. Birdhouse Craft - Join the nature 

center staff to assemble and decorate your own 

miniature bird house. No tools required, just a little 

glue and some patience. Craft fee is $2.00. 

1:00 pm. Birding 101 - Want to begin birding, but 

don’t know where to start? Join the Naturalists at 

the nature center for a crash course on how to 

look at birds, using field guides and binoculars, 

and some helpful smartphone apps. No birding 

experience necessary. We’ll even send you home 

with some helpful hand outs. YPP 

2:30 pm. Paracord Craft - Join the Seasonal 

Naturalist to make a paracord survival bracelet in 

your choice of color. Craft fee is $1.00. YPP 

 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 

11:00 am. Blackwater Falls History  - Grab a 

cup of coffee or hot cocoa, compliments of the 

nature center, and learn all about the Blackwater 

Falls area from before recorded history to the 

present. YPP 

 

 

12:00 pm. Disappearing Stars - Join the  

Seasonal Naturalist to learn about the Dark Skies 

initiative at Blackwater Falls State Park and why 

having dark skies is more important than you 

might think. There is a solution to light pollution,   

and it is you! YPP 

1:00 pm. Sand Art Craft - Make your own  

decorative sand glass with the nature center staff. 

Craft fee is $5.00.  

 

Monday, December 1, 2025 

1:00 pm. Nature Documentary -The Mighty 

Weasel - Join the nature center staff for this film 

to see if the weasel family really deserves their 

bad reputation. Run time is one hour. Not rated. 

YPP 

Tuesday, December 2 -  

Thursday, December 4, 2025 

No Activities Scheduled 

Nature Center open 10:00 am  to 4:30 pm. 

 

Young People For Parks  

is a junior naturalist program for youth aged 6 to 16. 

Ask for more information at the  

Harold Walters Nature Center 

YPP in description indicates a qualifying activity. 

 

Harold Walters Nature Center 

Open Daily  

 10:00 am to 4:30 pm  

Nature Store is 10 am to 4:00 pm.  

(subject to change at discretion of park naturalist 
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